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F O C U SE S P. 

O C T O B E R

The ability of your neighbor-
hood, workplace or school to
respond effectively after an
act of terror ism, a large
ear thquake, or another
disaster might depend on
how well you use resources
available in your community
now.

Local fire, law enforcement, medical services and other
personnel might be overwhelmed and unable to assist you
after a damaging event. But they can help you prepare to
be self-sufficient if you use their services before the next
emergency.

Learning what resources are available in your community
and using them now is an important step in preparing for
future disasters.

www.espfocus.org

Community Resources TAKE ACTION
On the other side of this sheet you will find useful
information on resources that may be available. Don’t let
events catch you by surprise. The preparations you make
today will increase your peace of mind in any emergency,
even a terrorist attack.

LEARN MORE
Knowledge is power. Remember that awareness of
available resources will help you prepare!

CHECK THESE WEBSITES
www.espfocus.org (Emergency Survival Program)
www.redcross.org (American Red Cross)
www.cert-la.com (Community Emergency Response Team)



WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW
FIND OUT WHAT’S AVAILABLE

Local government is usually the first to respond to
emergencies. Additional assistance from neighboring
cities and the impacted county might be available as your
city uses all of its resources. As resources from the
surrounding cities and the county are used up, personnel
and equipment from communities outside the impacted
area might be brought in to assist.

A disaster in a heavily urbanized area might overwhelm
the emergency response system, leaving you, your
neighbors or co-workers on your own for at least 72
hours. Be prepared to:

� Provide food and water to those who don’t have or
cannot access their own emergency supplies

� Provide basic f irst aid to family members,
neighbors, co-workers or classmates who are
injured

� Conduct light search and rescue operations to
account for everyone and remove those who are
trapped

� Assess obvious external damage to homes and
other buildings and report information to local
officials

� Listen to the radio for safety information from
government officials and details about available
resources

NEIGHBORHOOD RESOURCES
Prior to the next emergency it’s important to determine
what skills you might be able to draw from your own
neighborhood. Among your neighbors, there might be:

� Emergency planners
� Firefighters
� Health care professionals
� Police off icers, deputy sher iffs or other law

enforcement officers
� Community emergency response team members 
� Citizen Corps councils 
� Others with helpful skills

These individuals or groups can be useful resources for
information, planning, training and other aspects of your
preparedness and response efforts.

GOVERNMENT RESOURCES
Local, state, federal and volunteer agencies such as the
American Red Cross are other sources for information
about individual, family, community, business and school
preparedness. Before the next emergency, contact and
obtain from these organizations publications and videos
that will help you better prepare.

Ask these agencies about the possibility of providing
speakers and training on various aspects of emergency
preparedness and response. Involve experts from these
organizations in any planning, training and exercises in
which your neighborhood, workplace or school is involved.
Their observations and input will help improve your
response to an actual emergency.

A checklist of agencies that might be able to assist you
with resources before and/or after a major disaster
includes the following:

� American Red Cross
� Salvation Army
� City/County Office of Emergency Services
� Community Emergency Response Teams

Sources for this document include the OES publication
“Organizing Neighborhoods for Earthquake Preparedness.”
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This focus sheet is produced as part of the
Emergency Survival Program (ESP). ESP is an
awareness campaign designed to increase
home, neighborhood, business and school
emergency preparedness. ESP was developed
by the County of Los Angeles. The California
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services

(OES) and representatives from Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Los Angeles, Mono,
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, Santa
Barbara, Santa Cruz, and Ventura counties, Southern California Edison, the
Southern California Earthquake Center and the American Red Cross assist
in the development of campaign materials and coordination of the campaign.


