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not to be mistaken for LAFD vehicles
and misidentified in the course of
their toy runs.

Temporary storage of the toys picked
up has been a challenging task. The
drill deck of the Frank Hotchkin
Memorial Training Center serves as
what the Organization refers to as
“Toy Central.” This area is the focal
point and serves as the storage area
for toys, the central drop-off point
and the location where the toys are
packaged and sent. The offices and
managerial logistics occur there as
well. Furthermore, businesses and
those who want to make documented
charitable donations of either money
or toys can do so and get a receipt at
the Toy Central site.

Sertoma banners hang at this site along with those that hang at all 102 fire stations in the city notifying residents that
the Toy Drive has begun.

The LAFD Sertoma’s season is not limited to the holiday winter season. It runs year round with over 2,000 toys in the
Toy Central Warehouse for the LAFD to use to assist families that experience any kind of fire or disaster throughout
the year for delivery within 24 hours. Additionally, this spirit extends to those with major medical concerns.

The beneficiaries will never forget the elves, wearing turnouts and helmets, on the big red sleighs. The “LAFD

Holiday Toy Program for Needy Children” is a wonderful expression of the hearts of men and women firefighters who
spend their lives caring for others.

Special thanks to Retired Deputy Chief Reynaldo Rojo for providing valuable input into this month’s Fire Watch.



